WITH 'BALLARD SPECIAL” ]




= A

5 Sy s
- g b (. Ny “ s 3 o 2t ¢
A 0 %y B ; : D e TN
. RS V) x sovd i Y Z & AR (A
b ssiae Bhi s D S VSR PEBINTIRS A AN Gty

" -~ Then it hits atmocsphere ... the payload
ejects ... and he floats gently down in

Berkeley Square! ™
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If you're cxpecting a Con Report here which
attempts to report the Convention =~ as if
it were written for some newspaper, with'
details of the programme, of the parties,
of every conceivable event -- you won't
find it here. The only "convention' this
Con Report reports is the one I know about.

This convention began on the weekend of
July 25-26, The Pacificon II (the 22nd
World Science-Fiction Convention) didn't
begin until September 4, full seven weeks
afterward. To me, it was all the samc
convention 001nn on and on with an occa-
sional (and’ muchly apprec¢iated) breathing
spell. And it all began, and ended, in
Oakland....

.PART ONE (OF TWO PARTS): WITH BALLARD SPECIAL & SHOIGUN

ANY convention begins for me when fans start arriving at some
spot for the specific purpose of cnjoying a few days'
fannish festivities. It begins, morc precisely, when I have to meet
somneoné just arriving, or make arrangements for somcone just arriv-
ing ... but considering that it's usually Robbic and I who're just
arrivi ng at most cons, they usually begin (for me) with arrangement-
making which I must attend to for ourselves.

However, the Pacificon II has been subject to some unusual
circumstances witich scemed destined to set it apart from most other
conventions. But its most unusual aspect for Robbie and mc was that
things actually got rolling with someconc who couldn't attend. Even
though the KuJawas were making a trip west, they could not be in
Oalkland over Labor Day werkend. Genc was ObllFCd to attend the '64
Hationals for slkcet shooters in Reno, Nevada, during the first week
of August. Dut they could neither remcin out here 2 full month nor
make a sccond trip out that soon afterward.

Conscquently, BettyK settled for a mid-July trip through Albu-
querque to Los J4ngeles, then up to the Bay Area, and finally over to
Reno for the Shoot -- if she had to miss the convention, ot least
she'd get to visit a lot of fannish friends. /And Gene had & '63
Lincoln Continental he was about to trade inm on 2 '65 model, but he'd
only put 17,000 miles on it so far -- so e comsidered this z sport-
ing chance to put some mileage oxn that bus so it would appear worth
what he'd paid for it. So they were flying low and contqct-VIR this
trip, in an automnobile rather than riding the gages in a.twin-cngined
private aircraft. (Besides, it's ticklish getting over the Continen-
tal Divide, even with oxy equipnient, unless you're a buzzard -- that
1s, pr%vate ships haven't pressurized cabins like commercial airline
ships.

But then, early in July, Betty's father went into hospital.
Until almost the Jast minute, they didn't know whether to risk the
trip or not; and as it was, they had to forego stopping through
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Albuhuerquc (and missed sceing the Tacketts, who also couldn't attend
the Pacificon 'cause the youngsters had to start school about that
time).

%

And meznwhilc, back in E1 Sobrante, Robbie got mews that her
mother was in hospital up in Bomners PFerry, Idcho. (Robbie's hometown
is so far north that only some flulte of history saved it f£rom being in
Canada --"which wouldn®t make much ‘difference sinrce she was born in
St. Louis, anyway.) 'So Robbic took off to keep house until her mother
got biack on her fcet. [ ‘

Then, to cap it all, the RKujawas werce driving across sirizona on
Route 66 bound for LA, shortly after 8 o'clock on the morning of Fri-
day, July'24. /ihead of them, a sc¢dan appeared -- going in their
dircection, but with o big truck in front of it. Gene pulled out to
pass them. He was doing about 70 mph and closing up, when the sedan
whipped out in front of him to pass the truck. He hit the horn and
brakes. But he quickly ‘realized that the brakes weren't going to stop
2 heavy Lincoln that short of an.impending crash at 70 mpli, not even
if they happened to be damned good brakes,

So, of course, he turned off the highway.. Now, he.could go a

bit easy-on -- through.-there, say -- but would hit that rough terrain
and have the car boominy about out of control. Or he could do it a
bit hard over -- there, approximately -- and slam into a wild skid the

sof t-riding car, wobbling; like’a sick whale, could never get out of,
Scrambled eggs, if they flipped. Detty's spraddled Iuxuriatingly, as
was her wont, in the 'suicide seceat' without her belt fastened -- bust
scme ribs if it were, probably. DBut semcthing would have to be done
about her, as they say in the fanzines, Real Soon Now.

But if he went dead-on into the desert -- right there -- yes,
all he'd have to worry about is jumping that 15-foot open culvert.
Good belly-landing spot on the other side, if 1t'11l reach -- it ought
to -~ cripes, if this barge only had wings! Ailrborne, now. Nose

dropping. Steering wheel will come back into the driver's chest, with
the driver going foreibly to meet ité¢ so lean sideward in the seat to
clear it -- and slam hard into Betty, doing it! '.... s they hit, then,
Betty rolled over him to wedge herself inte the windshield, albeit '
rather less abruptly than if she'd been thirown into it. Dut Gemne's
Jackknifed forwurd to the dash wherc the tippy top of his skull meets
the 1ittle electric-cye fizmo. He didn't black'out, cxactly; he must
kkave sat up at some time during the proceedinss, because he remembers
the steering wheel bending down and up, down and up ---

Natutally, any small head-wound however slight blecds like the
very devil, as any men knows who's cut himsclf shaving. So Betty
found herself sprawled across Gene, who's bleeding all over cverything.
She saw the well-frosted windshicld and thou;ht he must've gone into
it -- untii she noticed the long strands of hair dangling from the
sharded. flass and knew darned well they weren't his! She was badly
bruised, toc. put that was all.

The Lincoln Connie was a complete washout.

"So the convention began for me at shortly after midnight, that
nisht. At approximately 11 p.m., the Ilujawas rot me out of the sack
(Robbie was still in Idaho, thpugh due back that Sunday evening) by
phoning from Flagstuff to say that, with one thing and another, they'd
decided to skip Los Angeles and were renting another car' to drive
straight on to the Day Area aid would I fix them up with reservations,
there's 2 rood 1ad!?

So between midnicht and one ayem, Saturday morning, July 25, I
mdde arrangements for someone just srriving for a few days' fannish
festivities. They got stuck with a room overlooking the swimmang pool
at a motel just off Oakland's Jack Lomdon Square, with Room’Scrvice
for breakfasts (though Gene had to go down for his'pancakes, they
wouldn't bring them up cold) and rather good food in_the dining accomo-
dations. 1In fact, I was rather lucky. The only thinf was, the place
jiggled a bit when diesel express trains roarcd past on ithe tracks
just outside. ;




Sunday cvening, the 26th, I picked up Robbic at the airport and

‘we had dinner with the Iujawas thot ndeht.  (The Dusbys should be
dined tiere sometime -- it's called "The Lombay Bicycle Club'™) [ - On
llonday nirht, Al Halevy and Bill Donaho took them to Sausalito for
ginner -~ where the for lifted on their arrival, as per imstructions,

to give,e~view of lacllis sparEXipptacross,the Day.s And Tuesday,) I
think it was, Halevy guided them on a tour of ThetCi®y i LTuesdady nite
had a small I nﬁathcr;nw for them at Len Stark's home -~ and having
followed me in an Olds 93 (Nat'l bkcctuhooicrs official car Gene bhad
picked up here) on that Lerkeley Hills route I alweys take to work,
thcy now know why I own a small foreign car! UWedmesday night, Rog
(Phz1lips) and Honcy Graheomn rrccted them (and us) in'the spaghetta
Joint they'd been wishing to find since they arrived, having a yen
for some. Thursday nlghi Fill Nonaho (for LLFF) trcatcd thgn (and
us) to dinner at Spenglerts, o rather reknowned fish lrouse in
Lerkeley. J4and om Priday, they proceceded to Reno for thc Shoot.

During this festive week, 1 must confess, we'd been imbibing

rather chc]y of the lujawas' scotch whiskey -- 2 ;0st solemn cerce-
mony which scems (we hope) to have become an annual event, having
something te do with the rencwnl of certain sybscripticns tc g2. So
we were'in good shape and in the peak of training, as were the
Kujawas, for any such festivitices as nirht occur anidst scveral
hundred slkcet shooters

and their familics
ang assorted hosts,
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almost all,” waving shotgunsiand hollering, MLaunéh!'' at odd nonents.
The upshot was, wiih the Jujawas {full connivance, Robbie and I tossed
a few things together on Tuesdny, July 28, and followed them to Reno
-~ pursuant, of course, to conducting some suitablc Mevada tests of
equipmient and personncl, in preparation for the forthcomine fannish
blast in OGakland.

and so, I took along my ”qulmrd Spceialvg, 4.

Ly*the tine we'd pes vched Reno, Gexne had airea ¢y cinchoed the
national championship in .410 ;auge and come within ore shot of set-
ting a worldé record, sc¢oxing 99 hits out of a possibie 100. Ve dined
that nicht at Fugene's, oite of the better troughs, withh an Ohio
Supreme Court judre and a fellow named John Machette who's 2 former
Soutk Jjmerican airlines Oilot liachette was a bit latc, mecting us
at the restaurant z2fter /we'd been seated -- he'd been ticd'up in o
"shoot-cff'" between contestants who'd tied sccres that day, and staycd
on to sec the outcome. Vie rot further comment on it next day, when
we net John out at Harold's Gun Club (about 8 miles outside Reno);
there'd been some 16 comtestants in the "shoot-off® but he szid the
first shoot eliminated most of them. “Sort of sepurating the men
iron Gi1c boys, huh?* Detty cajoied himé and Machette prxuncd WY oalr,
us+tbops* Sot=owt ofi%therc Pectty flst, he.spidy

Lefore soing out tce the Gun Club, I axd riscn at ny usual
crack-of-dawn that mornines and sct of f froa our notel (Gene ot ug
into a small, comfortable cne just a block from their HCLlCuy Inn,
crarmed s 1t was with slkeet-shooters) to find ﬂysclf & suitdimc
chapecau for the occasion. So I na arched downtown into a Natiomal
Dollar Store and bougsht nme the bigrest, blackest brand-new cow country
sornbrero I could find. Robbic almost made me wear it to dinner that
nicht. Dut it'proved a wise “cquisition in the blazing sun on the
shooting range, where I prowled around 1ook%n{ into dxsp] Ly boofhs of
cxpensive shotguns an< watchec Gene's shootias team 6 througch go1r
yaces, busting skeet-birds witlh monotonous reyulan rlty. Lct?y 12' .
obbic remained in the clubhouse, yaklking up & storm ance pcrusi e

1isplay of silver trophies.

I had repaired to the shelter of the clubhousc (which, thourk
its air-conditionine didn't quite cope, Lkept o well-stocked bar and
eaually popular chow line) and resumed ny pra ctice of girl-wntching
(these shotgunners €o bring a choice assortment or chiiclis along on
thesc shoots) when Detty discovered 4 quartcrs in her pursc. So she
ups and has her fline ot Nevada's mad cambling passion, the one-arm
bandit. She walked back in a few minutes with a father peculiar loox
on her face and 42 bucks clutched in bothk: hangs....



Later, I just happenec to recall Detty heving mentioned (in an
unguarded moment) that she'd 1like to have some photos talen for .
friends in odd places, such as England,. ‘Ané while Letty had hopefull
forrotten about it -~ and thecir Polaroid, and their movie camera -- we
just happened to have our cheap;, little box canera along. So while
Robbic loaded it with Kodakolor, I buckled on my "Dallard Special®™ and
we took Detty off up the shooiing range whaere I introduced her to sonie
of the finet points of true western sportsmanship, otherwise known as
gunfichting, which Robbie dutifully filmed. The subscquent prints are
rather beautiful color shots with such captions 2as, '"Now, make like
that's John Doardman scootin' thru the brush, out there, aind ..." I
took over as cameraman during restful monents while the clcan desert
breeze wafted the gunsmoke awny. These have been distributed to a very
select nunber of fans, with a request for their opinion as to precisely
what we should do about the situation.

But that night was the night Gene was tied up, what with a new
President of the Nat'l Skeet Shooters being clected and @& banquet laid
on afterward. So Letty takes us out tc dine on her gambling gains. I
think if Ella Parker had walked in, ‘then, we night have demormonized
Utah and reestablished Fort Dridger, or reversced the outcome of the
American Revolution, or taken irizona away from Goldwater and given it
over to the rampaging Apaches. It was a damned good thing Chief Red
Feather didn't ride in with a few thousand Oglalla Sioux, not to men-
tion the Hunkpapas or any of the rest of the Siou'an Nation. Uue'd
have 'brought back the buffalo as far East as South Dend ané held a
w31d, drunken victory celebration with the Tacketts in'OLd Santa Fe,
or maybe the Pueblo de Santo NDomingo. We counted coup, that night.

Altho we went out to the range, next day, a thundershower came
crunbling over the distant mountains and wind gusits weré gusting -- so
we took Detty back to town, holed up in the Holiday Inn, and had our
final drink together while the shower passed over us. Tacen, bidding
our adieux, we rode slowly off into the setting sun. (ictually, we
returned home via Carson City, a bit of a dopgleg south of Reno, not
caring for the ‘hairy climb back over Donncr Pass.)

That completed our Ncvada Tests -~ and thanks to thc Kujawas,
we Gibsons cnjoyed an exceédingly pleasdnt few days of fangab punc-
tuated with shotgun blasts, which often scemed appropos to the sub-
Jjocts being discussed.....

The following week or ten days were relatively quict. I had
full opportunity to develop certain’fiendish plans with repard to the
forthcoming Pacificon Il inm gencral, and a certain TAFF winner in par-
ticular. There was nothing small or cheap about the schemcs I plotted
then,

Someone eise was doing the small, cheap plots. I had expected
they would.
- So one night, Lill Donaho rang us up with the news that he'd
Just received a package in the mail. The peculiar thing about it,
first off, was the return address -- it was a name and San Francisco
address totally unfamiliar to Donaho. Dut it was a small packarc,
Lill said, and noticably lightwéight. Much too light, Dill thourht,
to contain any explosive device. (Of coutse, he knows nothing about

ggrtain explosives.) Dut he'd taken care, really he had. le'd opencd

with a butcher knife and spatula whilst he was alonc and no onc eisc
was near. Charning: old blighty, Dill is.

And he'd found it all stuffed with wads of cotton. .And he'd
berun scpharating them with kitchen knife and spatula, searching care-
fully among them. And he'd exposel part. of some creature. It was a
webbe«! foot.

S6 naturally, he'd carefully replaced thé wadding, closed the
packare, and retied it. And what should he do, he asked?

.Ané naturally, while he'd been talking, 1'd been thinking. If
the lightweight puckare had o detonator cap, a blob of plastic explo-
sive or a fow turns of Primacord, his hands would've been blown off
when he cut the string -- the knife and spatula beins deposited no
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coubt somewhere in ‘the midst of his barrel-sized ribcage. Cut then I
wouldn't be hearing him tcll about it; and Lesides, tiny, lichtweight
detonators are neithicr commercially available nor casily made.

The most 1likely infernal-type contents for a ligchtweight package
would be & farantula. The southwestern specics is quite notoriously
poisonous. Lut I doubtcd tliat anyonc would have imported onc fronm liest
Texas to mail from San Francisco; nore likely,-he'd get one of the
local spccies -- which would be anusing, since fow people are aware
that California tarantulas aren't at all poisonous. Lut then, £ill
mentioned “the, webbed foot. 1t was no tarentulz.

Md it coullni-t Leéos £S5k ﬂonstcr -- not in any lightweight Dbox.
Even when small, these inkic Ditants of New liexico are squat, thickset
reptiles.: The big ones arc sonctimes two feet long and poisonous as
hédd. AT’ teasm anything but o wooden box to picces.

an cven happier thought was that snakes don't have webbed fect,
cither.

Sut when £ili ended his recital with a sinple rcquest -- what
should he do now? ~- I-onswered immediately, ''"Call the cops." and
Lill said okay, hc would.

Then "1 hardly hod time to light a'eigaretic and #oke, a couple of
puffs. When I'd answered him, I was alrcady remenbering that 'Frisco
is- a Pacific seaport. I was rcalizing how such things mnzaght be morc
rcadily imported from Southecast iisia than from West Texas -- I was
almost Leginning to appreciate somc of the feelings of a MNayland Smith
=- whcen the phone rang again.

It was Iill. The Oakland cops had arrived in astonishingly quick
time. They'd opened the package and found o conmon descrt-varicty
lizard ‘that had been dead for quite some time. It was a joke. (But
the cops would agrec with my own assunption -- not that any friends of
Walterglteen mightwattenpt - murder Ly mail, but that' amens 'the hopheads
and screwball '"beats" with whom they : ssoc*htc could be onc who night
never have met, Donaho, but ‘who'd! jusi .dojit '"for liicl:5.'") " So thenyl
told Zill Donalio in simple, concise terns cxo ctl; what I thought of
fathead'whe'd open & packare like that whtile he's alone.

Hlowever, it was an amusing joke. At least, what I found amusing
about it was that 0111 had just published kiis '"apologia'!' -- no doubt
it was just o small token of their apprcciation.

On the Wednesday night following this incident, DIill Donchc was
throwing a party ot his place for the Egrly sirrdvalss to. theé Yae#ficon
LI. feé let outythat if.wns.to Le op'nonportiscn™ af{fais! Lut as
soricone observed, that night, ppwrcntly soric of the local '"monparti-
sans' werc still too pmrtlsb to attend. We were a2 bit late arriving
ond somewhat carly to leave. Lut that afternoon, we'd received another
phone coll.

It was from Ted and Jean Engel. Ted's® an oldtirie fan, and Jean
pight still be betterknown to convention fans as Jecan Carrol. They'd
jetted out from New Yorl to L., rcnted 2 car, and toured up the. coast
tc 2 state of couplute nervous cxhaustion on thc haairpin turns o p WLy
Route One. 1It's quz g sceilic, tosbe SUrcwT but GESEatNIsiml ofes rivat,

iets you upset you're not likely to notice rniuch scenery. lhcy ¢ Jjust
riade it to @ service station on the Hain Drag, in Ll'Sobrante -- wycD,
they'd found the place -- and were rcady to ccllapse. So I tooled ny

littlc bus down and. led them bacl up the gulch to cur housc, ond they
gIds Jater  weh cot el Cheelicd 1niG,a motel in LS Cyens ROg
Phillips' home (they went over and had him fix brcurfast for them, the
next morning) and I took Ted out to get & quart of milk at = liquor
store an¢ a couple hamburgers at a soft ice cream joint -- it was late
at night, and neither of them had felt like cating until then.

So that's why we cot to-Lill's perty rather lwtc, the IEngels both
riding with us in our 1i'l car. snd naturclly, we had no desire to
moke o night of it. Dut when we marched in there with Jean in our .
front ranks, Donny Curran dic¢ the most bLeautiful double-take 1've scen
in a2 long time. /iind he procceded to get ~wfully drunlz.
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Cut I wasn’t about to get sogry with nostalcia’over the Dear,

- Departed Days in New York when Danny, Dick Ellington, Art Saho and I

toured the Village bars -- before Danny and Dick plunged completely

off into that weird fringe-world of beatnikdom and Art found his way
back to the staiéd world of squaredom (and T roamed through both theéir
cthereal world and another moxe solid, albeit fannish world) -- no, I

had no thouphts of that nor of Jean Carrol's old piace on Riverside

Drive. I ad other things on my mind; the lPast was dcad, and the
Present was very nuch alive.

Robbie had discovercd, o nonthh or so carlier, that the Pacificon
II Committece had no idea about making & convention buanner to hang
across the front of the hotel auditorium where 21l the pregrarmme (cox-
cept’ the banquet) was to be held. and damme if she didn't volunteer!
Well, the thing wasi to be nylon nmet_and .l llalevy aintended to get a
very heavy gauge of industrial aluminum foil for the lettering. So
naturally he simply couldn't get that aluminum foil and Robbic tricd
to cut lctters out of oxdinary kitchen cluminum foil which tore to
picces even when you weren't looking at it.

and the damnned curtcin-drop over which the banner was to Dbe
pullecé across the front of -- if you follow me -- was twenty fcet
above' the auditorium stage and a'good 25 feet across.

Well, she got 25 fect of nylon net, cut lettecrs out of postcr-
board and covered them with kitchen aluminum foil (after I'd shown her
how to draw them) and we sprcad the net and stapled the letters. in
place. The thing was done just 2 hours before the Lngels arrived.

So when lialevy, and Dill Donaho, and .ilva Rogers, and Len Stark cach
asked if we'd got the banncr done that night, we could say we had., I
Jjust kept thinKimng that we didn't hove the demned thing put up yet --
becausce I knew who'd have to do it! "/ind the next day wis Thursdey,
dnduthe convertion beconvan Aradat, . 57

Cut Thursday, we had to get over to Halevy's placc in East Cak-
land and give him o hiand with some stuff, too. (The other Committeec
nenbers couldn't get off work!) There was sonc artwerl: for the auc-
tion alva Rogers had hired a billboard sign-truck to haul up {ron
Castro Valley and deft for us to manage from there.  There were somnc
half-dozen wicked-looking lHugos suitably slung in missile-launching
racks. J4nd there were several hunérecd tons of Regency paperbacks that
had been kindly donated to Dbe given out to'convention’attendecs, DPlus
o counlc truckloads of other assortced gear, equipment, puptents, mess-
kits and entrenching tools -- the sort of things commonly found about
any World Science-Fiction Convention. For this, we had our little
forty-and-eirht Fiat sedan plus 4Al's Rambler American (a model from
one of their small years). Lut seeing llalevy hacd a2lready made sone-
thing of o dent in things, we got with it, loaded up, followed him in
tight formation through the Lake Merritt approach pattern and dived
into the jarage deep in the bowels of the Hotel Leamington.

Having unloaded both cars and got the stuff moved upsteirs, the
three of us proceeded to put up the convention banner. Difficultics
immecdiately arosec. The wirc Robbie had secn, tiat the thing was to De
slung from, was broken by someone who'd last used the auditorium, with
just the ends left hanging from the hooks and o good chunk missing
from' the middle.. The splintery wreck of o stepladder a waiter found
for us was barely high cnourh to recach the hoolis if you stood on top
of it. Then the groumets tore out of the nylon net when I.tried to
haul it up Dby the cnd, and Robbie hadn't brought along“her:grommetting
kit or extro grommets.

lialevy remembered he had other workk to do. I gave the auditor-
iun a slight bluish atmesphcric tinge with & few choice renarks,. rave
sorne rather specific instructions to Robbic, and sat cdown to:have o
smolkc.  In a,short while, shce was back with a'new grommetting lit. A
hotel mcjorcdomo hiad hauled in & proper stare stepladder, o 30-footer,
and E proccceded to demonstrate that 1'd once learncd to handlc one
single-handed. The banner went up.

Don't ask me what held it up. -Several fans were already ex-
pressing puzzlecment over the electrician's toolpouch 1 had 'slung on hy
hip -- to the few wbo rezd 2, it cven secemed oddly familiar....



That job dome, we drove home to E1 Sobrante, fot out of our
jeans, washed up, fed the .cats and had 2 Lite ourselves. Then we
dressed a bit more presentably and drove back to the hotel. Robbie'd
offered to work on the Registration Line, that night.

There was already a sizeable. crowd, of course. The party at
£ill's had already broucht forth the Carrs, the Lupoffs and the lieaps,
besides the Engels, and the Simms come in 2 Dit later with some barbe-
cucd salmon, or at least Rorer said it was, and there were assorted
othier characters from ncar and far. To thesc werc added such namable
names as -- at the hotel, that Thurscday night -- Forrie .ickerman, Don
Fronson (I hae¢ a bundle for his N3F room), ilick Falasca bolting to-
gether display stands-in the art Showroorn, .1 "IC!" Lewis, the relzes,
the llulans' ... and then, Ron E11il showed up. IHatherince liulan says,
"Ron E11ik, wherc are the tickets?"

Lance Corporal, retired B1l1lik digs througch his ditty bag and his
musctte bag and mutters something about Ted Johnstone's car and a door
to an airport. I raised a querilous cycbrow at Rick Sncary anc he
shrugrged. Then Ron goes scurrying off and for the next half-hour or
so, I understand he's looking for Ted Johnstone about & peper bagful
of some sort of raffle tieckets. Then he {inds Johnstonc, Lut no bag
of tickets. So he has to get back out to the airport in 2 hurry, and
I stroll over to him.

"Just-one thing, beforc we start off," I says to him., "HWhich
airport is it7"

So we nip out to -the Oakland .iirport ané there bLeside onc of
the rlass 'doors ef the terminal is a brown papcr bag with a fat roll
of taffle” tENEts 10 M t.40 ! ADout once, a,ydars 'y, says Romn, &5 he “clitibs
back in the car-and tosses the Lag an thke back secat, "I gect to won-
dering why pcople refer to rnic as 'Squirrel.'®

"ind then you find out?" I asked, as I fircwolled it Lack to the
Freeway.

“"Uh hulh!'' Ron says.

-1 complctcly forget to show him the little gold plaques on the
sunsiades inscribec “JCIE GISSCM - Interralactic Pilot' and "ROLDIE
GIBSON - Intcrgalactic Copilot' ....

The only thing I remember about tlic rest of that night is that
I was down® in the btar with ilick Falasca,

The next day, when we arrive back on the Mezzanine Flecor (and
Rebbie poes right bLack on the Registration Line) we have just managed
to catch the Opening Scssion of the Convention and put up & small
¢isplay for our c¢wn "Bit Extra'" Raffie (which £ suppose descrves soric
explanation) wher 1 an struck by the pants-Dian Pelz is wearing.
Figuratively speaking, of course. In fact, my fancy's so attracted
by them that I follow them into the .rt Showroom. ™Hiullo, Dian Pelz,"
I soy, énd we nrc busy saying hello when Lruce Pelz looks up and says,
“"Gibson, that will cost you thircc issucs of g2!"

Whereupon I frown cdewn at'Dien's lovely, mischicvous ¢rin, get
nysclf a firmer grip on reality, and soy, Y"To hell with it -- let's
go for a whole yecoar's subscription!* .ind we precced to say hello sornte
norc, thus Starting The Convention in most suitable and proper style.

In thc midst of it, it suddenly dawned on ne that as a serious

connoisscur both of excellent scotch whiskey and of cxceedingly betu-
tiful women, I had necent’/ exactly what I'd said! .,..

( CONCLUDED NEXY MONTH )
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. NOISE ’}.. is not at 111 uncommon rlﬂht aftcr a onvcntlon, therce

?§9%S;ﬂ 5 areAZOmc new recipicnts of this' so-called fanzine, this month

C 1 and. for varled«numbers of nonths to .come, So this means:I an
behaved, again. Evérytime I get bchoved 1 start’ trquL to explain -
(away) this fanzine. ' And first thing I ¢1wwys say, if I think of it,
;1s that this aln‘t no. -fanzine at- all At least, I:don't think it 1is.
I'vc got soqe Ver d@flnltc 1deus about whmt a fan?lne ought to be and
this LTk SR Pl

hls 1snt‘ o Instewd I pUbllob thlo fhln” Just 1bout cvery nOnth with
my 1rtworh ‘and- whatever T care 10" write mnd ‘nothing by 1nybody elsé ex-
cept lctters of cemment, I do this, becausé-it's what I want to do, It
probﬂbly started beciuse I finally realized why I don't like to write

- for others‘"fﬂnz;nes. thn I wr;te for others, they get: 1hc Joc's and’
I.get to sce only ‘the ones, they" ;consider worth prlntlns, 'This not only
deprived ne of ey »oboo, but also. of flrhts I could've bccn having with
soncbody. . ”hese 01rcunst nces, partlcularly in the latter 1nstancc,

| wWerc unbc“rable"ek;“

Howcvcr, you don t flnd dny plcas for loc _hround herc~
. or. any thrc vts that somebody ‘won't get this -thing 'chymore if they don't

T wrlte, X suppose I could say that technlcklly the - title of this thing

“15 ’Gec Squared” but . if I‘Were.so particular as’ that, I'd be typing it
_as. G2 all the time instead of the much-( sier §2. MOSL ‘pcople 51mp1y

refer*to it vocally- as "Gee-Two": anyway, cven if it doesn't have . any-
~ thing to do with Intclllncnce,'fho I've heard of scyorul who . refer to -
‘ 11,veca11y in even more 1nprob ble terms th n that. Nonc of WthD gets

guls worxﬂed nucho“ , ,
. N Sometxmes I wonder about the,peoplc who read thlb thlnf
zuowever - 11ke last issue, ‘in/my: Prc—Con Report, I~ referred to: L. Ron
. Hubbaxd ‘as havifng written ”IF THI&(BOES ON---" and then preceeded to "
“‘discuss.what was obviously. ‘thé plot-, of . MEINAL BLACKOUT! -... but if it's
not odd that I wasn't'called. ohrthtt I;nlso statcd the bar in the ,
Leamxnmton was. open from 11 ayem to 2 p,m,....nopc, nobody th on that
one, elther' f
oy . About 100 coplcs of cach 1ssuc Qf th1$ thlnﬂ ﬂot malled
out. Paylnﬁ subscribers get. EnYWhere ‘from 65 to 75 of thcm -~ tho,
lately, “they're accounting fotia bit more:thar “that -~ and thc .renain-
der g0 out as ''sample CQPlC’" to whomever ‘leaves their nwmceadcress

"_around in seme fanzime I happen. to find handy at 'the moment. Some fans

. have ‘been wettlnv this thing for 'years Just as Msamplc copze"“ anc nay
. never sub8cr1be ~ they’ll rot(u Gopy onc month; anothet  in three months
“and naybe a courle Ktwo. pionths in @ row --Jbut of coursc, - .this'is at Iy
indiscré¢tion and. I can cut ‘cm: off entirely any tine I care 6. ‘In 2
couple of ceses, I stopped cmr;nv when they wrote ‘to conpluln about
fcttlng 1t., But I'vc ‘had a; numbcr of fans come . rlomtlnﬁ ‘to me about
how they et this" thing" free, wnthout @VEr subscriblnu; when - I. Krnow
hcy Ve never recq1ved norc’th an 37ot 4 1oSUCS in® the pkst yvear, This
thlng comes, out” 12  times’a yeaf, tho while 3 or 4 ‘issues would be the
entlrc year s output for . good many fnn21nes.,-~‘vf »

RSN .. . But noboey fets a'copy of
thlS thlnw 51np1y bccause they'd ertténrmc a letter of commcnt, not -
even’ af, I prlnt it.” Nobeody gets it free . glnpiy ‘because Ifve.called
them a slob’'in the- fth pqragraph of ‘page. umptecn, either.  The. "sanplc

j coples" ¢tircula tnon, qull as it is, remains strictly ot’ my own wihin.
Actuzlly, I get moze hew subsarlbcrs that Wuy than . I've ever. gotten
from any mention of:this thing in a fahzine review column.’ Those ro-
~views ‘mostly get other: cdltors scndlng,me thelr 'zznes for trmdc -~ and .
I don't tradc, elther.:’~, A .

It has to be donc thxs wav 1f I’n to keep 1t
down fo 100 COPlCS.- I/c“n handic- that many,'wrltc ‘them, do-the art-

-~ work, ‘collate and addfess and'mail them. Just barely! . If I traded,
“there would be no "sample COPlCS” 1eft. to send out z2nd cha"c now sub—
scrlbcrs and even wnth that It have to anrCQSC thc prlntlng to 150
COPiCS. a“~' S wa~:. e |

C It w0u;d be'vcr? cmsy to Ay out a” n21ne thai has a C1rcu1a-“. )’

“tion, of 250 of moré.n Dut I won't do thqt*much ‘work., I hmve absolutcl;
‘no desire to do it.

: Thlo thlns I publlsh - becnuse I enJoy 1t -= is not

prinar1ly 1ntcrestec in. science- ~figtion. It isn't pr1m1r13y interested

in fans, cithers, THere's too'damned 11tt10 worth anyoné's interést ‘in *

eithér- case, when you start ca te"orazzng lilke that. ThHis issue and:

- next, I'm tCllln” 1bout the convcntlon -I.attended -~ after all, it is
~not exactly the SwlC one cveryone else attended (continued bdcklpage)
. . : " " s . ’ l\ N . : . X . o

. ..‘ “:\‘.
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An apology's owed (///} { :)‘\ s :

\
to several pcople i - \\ o2 :
who renewed. their ! } 1 \\/// \\\
suls, oFt nédwly suly= =" 9,
scribed during the ‘!
past month or two:
you may find your subscriptions starting with this issuc -- and if you
didn't get last month's issuc, you didn't miss nmuch, but if it's a
question of completing a collector's file, write me and 1f11 sce what
can be done. Imn another nonth or two, I'st going to go thru ny own
fite and cut it down to only a couple copics of cach issue from the
past threc ycars; them 1711 publish a list of what's left and offer
them at some idiotically low price. My filing-space is crammed full.

STAN WOOLSTON, 12832 Vicstlake St., Garden Grove, Calif. 92640:

Pcrhaps I should say Ygee* to you, after all thesce speculative
issues of dragging a 1il' world of fans across thlie void from onc end
of the starfields to another--or from middle to yom and back again,
You Dbrought out a few points worthy of thinking about, involving an
innocent bunch of hunanoids in divers - situations, and then, on return
to Terra, let them relicve their pent-up feelings by jailbusting.

This reninds mc of when "the family' came from Illinois to Cali-
fornia, "to Mci¥ch" 2 qlalke.Caboutf & mites Wrom' @bicehtes), " and our
jaunt back to the midcle west where & winter nade us decide that an
carthqualke-prone land was better than living in the midst of ‘blizzarcs.
Our carthgualke eoxperience was uncexpected, but we survived it, and sc
armesia Nad a chance to let us gloss over the whole thing--but to live
a winter, which was longer and nore rcpeated (more shivers of cold te
shivers of fear) was decisive. Maybe we could hawe moved to Florida

r clsewhere, but we returned to California.

And: so, after rcturning té Terra, the gang decides,' I assune,
that there's no old place, home. It has changed too much, so the
shipboard lifc with Joe the Human Qualke (tear'em déwn) aos nastermind
wdllWe EETLIt o *tC Lead.. "Maybe g futurcwcrafy oo

Stop rirht there! UWhat is. this "Humnan Quake' business you're pul-
1ing oif here? This won't do, Woolsten. You're tempting nec to do
sonie. ferrible act, such as telling cveryone you write such lo-o-ong
raabling LoCs that I could print exerpts from them in five or. six
subscaucent issucs and make you a contributor to this Iettercol for
the next six momnths without ever getting more than one letter! So
watch voursclf, there. '

+ 4+ 4+ 4+ + ++

For many yecurs I've thousht (as plot-rimmick) of the mcthed of
sceding worlds dropped in on with a special method involving satellites

set to orbit the worlds with "faults'" suchh as without proper atmosphcere
by first seeding the place with special primitive animals ((+you must
mean microbic "enimals' with primitive. cell-structure)) that can live
on surface and libezate its own oxygen and/or carbon nonoxide, and in
process tending to brezal dewn whotever Lkind of improper (for fwrian)
ctrmosphere thetre mey be.  liaybe a2 century or so 1later part of the
satellite packagce--oxr one of o scrics of sotellites--would be sct to
¢ip into atmosphere to reclecse otiler types of plants thet Ly that time
should De able to adapt to conditions. Perhaps, in fact, it would'be
o natter of the satellite landing and opening itself to atmosphere,
with plants then relcased from suspended cnination, cach in a sort of
teblet of soil or nutrients, and so allowed to develoDp. 2 BC 1o OANCT
satellites can ¢rop other sceds, of a type in succceding satellites
from molds to mosses and then later herbs, shrubs, grosses, trecs, and
with beés and other sclected insects, ond with cach stage 2 balanced
ccology.

It's thinss like this which meake ne believe thot scicence-fictiom's
been playing romes for the past 15 yecars, while scicntists have
been playing for keeps. Stan, your idea hes already been given
quite o~ bit of serious consideration in somc journals 'T,SPQCIil'
colly with rerard to “'terraforming' the plenct Venus. (it jolts mc
to find meny fans who don't Tmow thesc things, who don't even know
wherce to learn about them, who know only wint they can recad in the

S .
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poorly-contrlvcu stf we hﬂve toah i)' But ﬂf’you\tL1nL bouu it,
"~ you'll have to. adrit th 2t an uwful 1ot could go wrong wi any
'such,schcmc tc. crc te Tiannade world in o few centuries compar abie
to natural. worlds: nutule talics nillions of yeprs-to develop. “And.
that could become ore hellova: stf yarn’=- a story about a nennace
‘worid involving just a few Xittle nistakes!. The trouble with men

< trying- tobalonce egologies  is that sonetines. they arenft so. wcll—
balangced; tlenselch% Also, since naturc. takes riillions of yern

. to. cb’iuc ‘job, it .can mdke ali the mistakes it wmnts ~— 1t only has
“to berriglit once: 1nf1wh;1c., But to o the sane’ "job in Just v ofew
"ceﬁtur;es, you‘ll have to be r1"ht _;l Cthe tlne, cvery tine. Jusr
" one or two mistehkes!could: lcwve “you, stucL w&th o worJf 1hat‘s dann’
:d1ff1cult fp llVG Gn"-_:jt S 2,#‘ -,\”:' o SR

Perh“pg for tne ekcuse for ‘o sccond Jja wnt into. sp cc the star-

pplnf ml"bt be’ h.51d011né w;ih a few 1 ccruits from ccolo”lsts, if
thCIC~u]C apy such on. Dl ncts of fhe Sol T System w% 11 voluntccre

3 ”here w*11 Be. Lne»cxperﬂcnco we 1L'"et ”tcrrmfornlnf” thege ,
:+* worlds will ‘cone. in nanuy.. But now that you mention starlqpp nf,

+  @iyou kmow thot wag the one thing I remlly didn't pet adross in

'+ that.Starship Series?. 1've been giving it soric thourbt‘- ind 1+
. 44 sccns I could do 1t ‘aow, so qvcryoné rets thc plcturc...;w. :

ff~usez.f nIzm speculailng"“,,"h. o

-BLT”& KU]nun, Zol9 erollnc St., Soufh Benn, Incxanml_

e- in RO .
"?c st are 11Lc specrs of snng on‘nﬂskyephoto, ‘Should theso
Spccs 1nsp1rc thc tcxn ”speculat10n”7 ' e
“How: I i gonnm»tclﬁ on. you! Robblc and. I wore curlous cestumc at
+, the c1f1con nasquerade == Very . curlous? 1ndecd “to fnns who had
+ not’ sceﬂ ny illos for the. St%rsh p Serlcs. wi h rc in swndwls :
* sw:qunnIs and-a, toolpouch bhltec onto ny hlp and Robbie¢ in leotard

C# cwith gold hl-bgclipunps and gold earphone-helmet. find on thc front

4+ of her 1coturo,ﬂshc had” the,”SSF”‘symbol and “speculative, science~

+ fiction" in snall.borccr~1nscr1pt1on.i Uhcn Stan Uoolston ‘saw her,
- he-squinted hard at that symbol, thed stood back to get the. fuil
effécts. - "ell?". Robbie. prompted blna '”Ifm Speculqtinn'" woolston
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: Tr%1n tr*p honc thpy can’ ﬂlvc buch to thc Ina1ans....st1ll
attling, bouncing .and jolting as it wn i 1945....food g 11tt1c

 -bctter, but ‘bar-nan. lﬂ,ClUb—CuI ‘tool hls own ‘sweet: time making drinks

....m“z you d" et once i’ A58 nii nute or mavbc not. Our drawingroon

turned out to be GU1fe nlce...too too d nn Tittie” vuth ‘both ‘beds’ d01

/of céurse. During- d“y with heds up it was great.... too buripy to rea

~

f“nuch,,couldnl, sob GO - Ry uoubiu—crost1cs -but the scenery was soue~
- thing! . Sow.me sone ‘decr-and antelol e,ang\ol* skulls of ca ttlc mnu Q
: whole mess of ﬂountﬁlns and xochs anc - thlnns spcct“cul

e

Ny

:Lut 10 we us f cc 1t.....Im Q- n1uwcsterncr I was born and breu

”ffOr_greene;y rolllnw Tills,woods 1n< th“CRLtS, and many nany streas

rivers,. ponds, lu;csfan“, bove cll, "edsy access to ihe Great Lakcs.n"

all thosc yo llcr I lfs of C lifornlh,'hnn ‘the brown and yellow—"rey
ones .of. Pev c;; all. those vista and vicws and hl"h ~Pilaces.. ...

‘ﬂ’not for me. I wmnf»foﬁe tregs cloQQ in, T want it’ 111 ‘crecn-rreens
green, and most of 11 I rottm have ny hutujns..... lew. tulnnnr
“smell of uood—snohe, ! pTQs anc oaLs, nd blIChGS wnth rlvcrs and lwlcs

114mrounc. e S ST o
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WRAI BALIARD 2230 Unlvcrsrby wtxy Nu, | Soa.‘ttle, \qsh‘; 'é'sf,os:’f

Just a note..rot to gct SQne food in the plmce and o fcw other

“th1nvs..sone day, 1’11 ‘tell you about the pleasant day I had at work. .

..1ike I told, the” glrls that the convent*on had left me witly the con-

- ¢itioned re;lem of. rea chlnn‘out ‘and gr"bblnﬂ’hng £irl wio got hear
~you, and ‘I had a plcqs nt day- grabbing:. ﬁlrls._ fon

w theéy are debiting
nmcther or not I ~.houla be'. 110wed to go’ to’ the mnéxt convention.

Supervisor indists T shoulu savc and co to London. Nope, but maybe -

~the westcrcon.,v,v o R U , -

. . S e T

i . . . ,‘"" L oL o o - B .



Wrai, I'd surc hatc for thosc Dritish fermefans to learm thdt you
look 1like a spittin' imare of Ron 1i11ik, only a bit older. and rnwuch
more experienced. Why, it mirht spoil young Romel's trip over
there, nextyecr, soncthing awful. UWe'll just have to keep it under
our hat,.thassalil.

R I T SN

WIil STRUYCK, Nillobrordusstrf 33, Rottercdam 11, liolland:

Thoanks again' for the Geetoos. Numbers 3 and 9, Thanks too for thc
cooperation with Betty and Genc on the postcard you sent me. That
Msmall hotel' in Reno. liy God. Didn't you get claustrophobia (or
anti-claustirophobia) in tirat? If you ever visit Detty again, in the
near future, ask her to show you the picturc (which I sent her I
think) of the “hotel" we staycd in this year. It got 4 (small) cuest-
rooms, and we paid 8 puilders (about $2.50) per day and person for a
roori, with full boarc¢. Everything (coffee, tca, meals, usce of two
bicycles and a guide into the woods) included.

I didn't know'you'd spend/your holidays, 'or part of-them, together.
Knowing Detty, she must have been enjoying this *foursome’ “imnensely.
Who talked most?? RobbLic or Betty?

We had very nicc holidays, too. Very different from our usual trip
abroad. This time we stayed in loliand in onc of the most quict
perts, an# in a very.smallrvillace. 4Deep,woods ‘@asound, it% . With deer,
pheasants and the like. And no people.  And that's what I wanted.

Ls a matter of fact our intention first was mafing a trip around this
province (or county) staying 2, 3 days eaclh time. LCut we stayed in
our first hotél all alonr. Thourh we did neake some further trips on
the notorbile.

Ly golly, Gene Kujowa needs sore over-water expericiice in that
twin-engined planc! Four rooris in that hotel, you say? Threce
couples would only need 3 of them and lirai ¢ould slecp with our
suns in the 4th, and -- decer and pheasant in those woods, huh?!
Tsk. And No People! MN-o F-e-o-p-i-ec!!! If only wc could!

T gt e R

ROSEMARY HICKEY, 2020 Mohawk, Chicago, J11. 6061.:

About ---- years ago, one of ny dates did try to describe and
identify the stars to me - but I thought he was using a cute approach
to et me down on the grass in the park...and spent most of my rcac-
tive thdinking in anticipating unastronomical moves and didn't pay os
much attention to what he was saying,

+ Y'mean he ncver even got to "BDe 4 Friendly Girl - Eiss Mot R??

Now you and ¢2 come along and gpeak in such terms as leave ne
respectful and somewhat abashed at ny ignorance. I do get the essen-
tial rclationships and concepts of tine and space but my one huge
sickncss/block about numbers louscs up ny attenpts to Jdo the cquations
with you.

Whether this next scentence is taken by you as a compliment or
Just the stupid remark from onc with a lop-sicded cducation is all
right with me beczusc I mean it the nice way. I have been fascinated
from the beginning with your approach, the results of your rescarch,
the expericences you've reported c¢uring these research moments, and the
reactions (as they appear in LOX) of those with sone know-how who
could second your statenents or arguc with them fron' strength.

It may not have bLeen tco obvious, Rosemary, but in oné respcect at
least that Starship Series was 2 failurc -- or anyway, I consider
it a failure. I chose the wrong way to handl¢ the astronomy it
involved. I was ablc to do a little...anyway, I did manage to give
some iden of our own cluster of stars and.the Sun's reneral loca-
tion within it...but I had to quit with that! It scemncd to mc the
project fell apart when'I tried to "map" our star-cluster (and dis-
covered, in the process, that it contains between 2,000 and 3,000
suns) because such 'mapping' godt us into all kinds of mental gym- |
nastics. And it took up so.tiuch time, I never got around to: some

+ o+t o+ttt
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”reﬂlly 1ntexost1ng ﬂn”lGS~~—»nut nercly such 1h1nws 4s the L, A,
_E, G, X and M types" of stars,’ or ceven which types are most’ 11?e1y
to. have plwnets and mmy,,whlch would scem to. be dry and dull stuff
by itself =~ bLecause' I had to get on- with, *hni monthly scrics.- If
those 11 issues had 111 ‘been 100-page 1suues, 1 couldd've really
- donec Justlce to the mmtcrlml 1nd dclvec into all the w11d adven~
tures “one could cmvision inm such fqbulous ba chround It would've
been-quite o nonumenthl picce of skull-pounding work, too, .And ~
wnth danned iew equ txon o You rnow I hatc‘to resort tO’numbers.

v

5Btt th serics is Loné, ncw. I oon't have' Qny pregsuro‘o{ non»h~
1y sequcnces of events to dream up. . X cen tackle a’subject, dig
through it, and come out with a fat article and sone rood, - clear
“21los even if it” takes a couple~-threc noriths to et it right. - And
- the Starship Series dJdid. heip me ‘sece where some thlnvs need Say1n”
anp ‘wha vt won‘t work gs well ns .o few thanvs that do: worh.'v-

‘ I W1sh to licaven you woulg lee rne 1nother lobel 1h ""ri
~work! for what’you produce in ¢2. Fans have used this- term for

-everythlnw fron the scrgtchin"s on o Stencil. to papgr master daubings

to the excellent (- = ) which you do,. Only once in. 211 the . pub-
‘lished (pro) art have I ‘been moved. by o painting. Wever have I teen:
50. consistingly plcased by COMHUﬁlCuLlOR through art.as in g2. If
you should. hmppen to bhave-an extra gun-off of ”LQll out in deccle~
ation ~ Coming 1n past Alph ‘Centauri®™ from your Vol. 3 No. 9, it

fwould be.nost “xat fully 1ec01ved --1nd nounted.o.

v {

It woulc be most hmpplly bupdlcd off to you, too, after 111 that
eﬁoboo ~~.but you- Pnow what hmgpcncd don't you? When thot issuc
vas collated,, which ‘of all, the pages do you think we ran out ‘of

first? Yep, 1t hmd to be onc.of the: two ha \lves . of that double-
?pwre spread. all the other pafes, we had extra copies of. Sho',
'Tw Qs bounc to happed. ’ L - Lo

thh you re—st 11 hmv;n Qrc—Con LcnsLons we’ll be on'our way
oown the, -ighway of ﬂdventure. Oug route, this. year, is’ Intcrst rte
80 & it's c0ﬂpletcly strhnfc to us. Itts also a path, unadorned by
anv fa ng.. And as you, rc dceper into Con dgcA5ﬂono, ours will Le to
expiore this new roa that...should" we 1HVL511F ~te hﬂrblc, Colo.,.
or o on to the ne\t éntlclnﬁ prospcct A o S e

- We. cou’dn‘t 211 rct to O Ilund.; Lut both AObble ﬂnd I Lwd,ohr
+ flnfers crossed beut 01“ bparks,,here.;-", e

S But he didn't ﬂtLe it. Nc:t cmrd from hln was from .-

"skcd

,+‘+-f-+*~f

{ '),' oA

ROI RT P RO‘UI'~ dvc%turcr 1nu world truvcllcr. |
April, 1922: Antwer_p T July, 1961“[mtwcrp -
. -Army. trensport - - .';.7“- C e uerch nt/freiﬂlter
Chute“u Thicrgy' f}..:ﬁ~f‘ +~~;y- ool 54S. Aloha S .te

'OVGr 42 ycars bctwoen v;51ts. -

19 - ! Loy

Shoulc be. b ek in Cﬂllf befome nld Scptcmbcr., (73)

[Jv,, - £

..,S S. uloh St tez hob:tlc2 Alwu;‘

1

, X / ‘ .
G01‘" to miss: 1t “fter %*1,. '‘Byen. if* we leﬂvc hc1u tomovlou

>norn1ﬂq, 1ﬁ w111 be uept 9th Qr TOth bcfore the shlp "cto to thc Doy

Area.is: T
Four gays lost wmltzn{ around Port Tqmp for car"o foulea up the

Sort of counfln" on Muflnﬁzlt to the Da c111con..1t woulc ‘hav
_been a_food start for! my vwcmtlon. Qeﬁalds to the ﬁmn”:anyway. hqpe
you-ull havc Q “ooq tlne.. e : R A .

: . s . i . 3
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“cxt yc“r‘g Nestercon (Juiy fth) w1ll bc in Lonr Feach, hOb . o 1f
you miss thot. one,. r;rht thcre inm, your homc port I cucss welll

Jjust have to $ta vt campai gnznr for a; Worle Con. aboarg the- Aloha
State, is 11.,'How S thc convenulon acconoda tions ‘under Mumber
Three ha tch, thcrc7 (Crlpog, ch? Lupoff xas,t'y;ng to promoté
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+ a "Johmn Con" on St. John -- or was it = "Virgin-vention" in the
¢ VYirgin Islands -- for next ycar! Iut next year's World Con will be
4+ in,Londoi, in case -you're therc. :

CUYIER WARIELL DROOKS, Jit., 911 Lricrfield Rd., Hewport Mews, Va.:

The cover and the pages cbout the con were ¢ood. I wish I was
going!

I found s'vour light green print on laight blue paper rather hard
on the cyes, but the 1ottc °s . and your corments were interesting. Is-
Pecially’'since I had scen GULU. I was not as impressed with it as
Detty Xujawa secemed to bc. Just an incident lifted out of hisicry’
without any bacliground given or any commentary on the significance,
if any'. © Iit's 4 very coasy way to.ncke o mevie, o211 you need is o his-
tory bool: anéd some dialoguc. It is not truly drema 2in an artistic
sense at a2ll, but just storytellings.

+ Trouble witlh ihat is, O1' Bill Shakespearc clso considcered it o vexy

+. practital kay to u11tc £00d «dr NN obyg@ctién i to, the éingprant

+ Job was onc of severel half-dozen or so, and has been passed on to |
+ the bloke wot ot nc that dim print job. h

The letter from Russ Erahmin woas a wonderful ithing. I am almost
suré that Gtruwds eoncocted 'as @ -subjle #§o6kes  "If indts, Russ riust be
Juite''a charactér,” to say the least. I don't know if Wordswoxth or
Dyron ever made it, but EKeats at least wouldn't be out of place in'a
SF fanzine becduse ke has appearced quité promincntly in an SF Dboolk,

1amely T BIRD-OF TILE by Willoce Hest. T 1like suitablé Poetry in o

fantasy novel. Tolkien and dcrvyn Peake wrote their own, while West
used Keats, Onar Khayyem, and others in'BIRD OF TIME: -I can't think
of a1y other good cxamples right now. Oh, of course, TIE VORI OURC-
I3 S Ly Tdulson, but I never could sec that the poetry he used added’
“nythlnv at a21l. It<scencd to e sififularly wuninspired andé pointless.
Ty Tl udd150ﬂ was just showins off.

You should have referred Dralmin to the MN2F boeklet 4 IEY TO TilR
TERMINOLCGY OF S-TF FANDOM whichh can be gotten for 20¢ from the N3F or
frce to nembers. It's nothing like cemplete, of course, but most
things not in it €on' be picked up by dnferéncey or you cons dwsysiasih
senebodyh ¥ Bt Fenllyy I, think «he Bralfiin. Yeiger 1s o*hQax.

+ I wouldn't carc if it werc or not -- no morc than I'd worry if you
+ " wener % choasl, el Trookst " Dut, youSmay” plupi the "N3F "BookictsS! ol oW
+  plecasc, around here.  1I've Dbéen-thrcatening .to plugwthe N3F for
+  years. ' loanden save up hope' that X mipht Le @ hoax) Scars’ aco.

1{OUIN WOOD, Lox 15., fumador City, Calif, 95601:

The cover was gocod. I sort of 1like that DEM's view of the Lay
e 1

And not only does g2 have & jood cover, it is useful. I fuily
intend to talke this issue down to the con with ne to use for reference
now .andy thefl. "Mips, fXoor plans,' information’ abowtyilere’ to fatand
cet bottles, and little pointers here and there--what more could onc
agly f'oE? thnls. I fifure on chucking the thing in my cor where it
canlitr Possaibly et oSt )’ Unless, I ileae “tiic. 'oal «

Such cheeriul ranblings-on acbout world war II. Sort of nickes
one shudder. T just got out of thec air force, and while I ncver had
any such 'expericences, I nu3t admit-it was o 1ittle’ nerve wracking
Sitting in Germany <uring the Lerlin Crisis knowing that good old
Rhein-iiud weuld be once of the first bnses hit if the 1id Blew off of
that ‘mess. sAnd then later, being down in Floridae during that Cuban
ness, bkelping bring in God knows how nuch explosive type material,
bombs ond armo and the like, Lknowing that tlhiose missiles down there
werc undoubtedly pointed to cxactly WV'ERER Rl S 1yast ot

fin¢ as I still heove sonme reserve tinie tor o, I keep wondering
whether it will run out before they decide to cnll e up, put ne on
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ja blg Shahey “nd dump me in’ tho mlddle of)some SOuthcast Asian JunilL=
';((+There s one'staging area you ﬂén‘t got to yet, son -- it's after -

. those first .shots arc fired an ybe accreent lly you're. st111
alive and there's some scctor of ¢ garbage dump you can crawl around
in-and theyfve ﬁot'other Euys there tryln( to kill you and it just..
,doesn‘t _stop, 1t Feeps O No member of that club. wnnts you in it.
‘We like it tormeintain. an ”cxclusmve" policy regarding new members.
 Lut hell, I brought this up- mcrely becuz L7d: ‘been telllnrf about a
,_few hulry experrencgs in WW2- artlllery observhi1on pldines, a year
or so back in this f&nzgne, as if “my wag' 'us a1l fun&gomes ~- and
what I. wmnt to make clcar 1s,\I*th1nP flying 211 fun, csp001“1ly
in-smail aircraft-with 2 propellor on Tront and wings that can,
tear loosc ard wheels that can f21l off. Even without a 'chute.

S War is. so demn stupid. I arree,W1th what you said. The humun race -

shoulad, be- spread out -onté. as- mﬂny plancts’'as possiblc, as quickly as ~
poss:rble° At least then, 1f we blow up one worlc, 11 won’t bc tne

cod
R

Seems to me- rettlng off this Dlanet 501ng out to. new plmces, will

. suit our’ naturn %-lnCllnﬁﬁlonﬁ bctter.\too, ‘ficcording to- current U
archaeologlchl evidence,. men-‘were hunters for about two" million

- yearsy' an that time, any genetlc straln who weren't hunters. ot
bred out of the species. “Then, aboui- ten thousand years ago, some

- damned frcuP 1nvented taxes -~ and so, a gang of bully—boys got

'Gnouﬂh 1oot in one pllq to buy up §tores Qnu fecd 'slaves and turn
1,mud—w1tt1e v;llagc 1nto a, clfy - And we've been trylng to lave
in o completely uninatural 1nd inhuman. way cver since. Aind going
icrazy’in mnobs, I’ think there’ soa problen ‘we-just ‘haven't llckee

. yct. We’re bound to thchlc 1t \ﬁcttllnﬂ neiv. worldsa_'

L

I hlso fouud thut nfter comlnﬁxback to the States fron Germany

‘that a1l the Dbeerx here tastes. like carbonated c.lshwater° in faoct, I

Ptht‘ﬁﬂdS.

Poro

‘have lost my taste le tne stuff German beer- is VLrltﬂble ncctqr of
i R "' Pk '.(‘“,"I’ PR o . "‘“l 1 ; ".‘ .\‘ : e
" Wim Struych scems’ to: have the 1dc“ with that 11Lt1€ Mopcd

Everyone should have: &’ 11tt1e two- wheelcr,: I have =« lionda myself.
Only trouble herge 1s, ‘that' if you.want:to -travel on thé hiwa Ay, trwffle
-is so’ fast.that you need: a ,fq;rly powcrful bikc.: The one I have is o
‘1ittle 150 cc. two banﬂcr, but 3t looks 11ke if I want to, do vcry much
freeway travel I'll have to swwp it 1n on a 950

= Have heard of "maklnr breqd" before, but,ub a/hip:way"of mén—r
t1on1nb ‘that one was: 5crup1ﬁp uplsome co;nsnyfrjj - '
Well so nuch for now .Ehcept to mentlon that the fréen ink on
blue paper is sort of ha ird on the eyes. nnd where dlu you get that
W11d size, of pmpcr7 - = S

‘» N : I \' “ < i .
+ If MetCulf has A doubts that I mot complalnts wbout tnmt ‘Treen=-on

,,—blue prlnt Job 'eré”s another one, énd I coulu prlnt morea

, _:,:'f,,"' ,\, - N l

ROY TACKETT 915 Green Vallcy Roao NW2 A]bugucrguel M._87107.

I gucss I‘ve got to take tlme ouf fron various. pr03ects Jxkc
d01nf o wee bit on rLVE (the bulk of which wiil be done &t the grand
and gIorlous CaPhcon to be held ‘shortly in Los JApgeles ((+Nc hecrd .
~about it witen the survivors.rcached Oakland+) ) when 21lmost 21l good
CARAHS will get togefhem to- dlSCUSS their plans for what they intend
to o ‘with fandon\next year), cutt1nr the 1xst couplc pmrcp*of Ry
N'/iPizine,  and Jjust 51ﬁt1ng arouna WOnderlnf when I'm going to get:
the big D,out(like I started to run it off so that I could'medil it
ere. we sto rted for 1A and d1scovered that the mimc¢o was. out of ink “nb
-had to order some. %nd X doﬂbt that it Lets here before we leave and
,the reason I don’t Pun., ¢own to the storc and buy some -ink is: that

. ordimary type 1nk pliays. blllyhcll with 2 iclosed drum mimeo), to get

off a LoC to you on th1s, the,latcst Gee superscrlpt deuce Wthh is

Vol. 3 no, 11 for dugust '64 or so:dt sqys herc on the back pqgc

. “ 1 . \ . :
Wch 1f you ﬁusi Lnow, I used up all th “ink runnlnﬁ off the

last issuc of TESHTBEAN for that ‘ancient’ and honorable organization.

-dcar to' the hearts of thc 3H club as wull as some morc scn51b1c tyues,
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to wit, viz., and like, the National Fantasy Fan Federation. Did you
know I was a member of the National Fantasy Fan Federation? ((+Yas+))
Boy, am I cver. Remind me to tell you sometime of my tour om the Di-
rectorate. Mec 'n' .1 Lewis, we had 'em whipped 'til 01' Tyrannical
come down with a case of the youknowwhat and chucked the whole bloody
mess, Iy e Thdpany sensésd would-havey too,sbut. 1 stuck zt out
and just to prove I'm o glutton for punishment ('m ready- to have & (o
ot dit gadn .

+ Just tell me onec thing: wot the livin' hell is a 3-H club?

But, anyway, a2s I siarted to say before I was rudly (rudly?)
houled off onto a2nother tack this bhere now is o lctter of commént on
---well, let's not go through all of that again.

Your mention of having scrawled on a blackboard somewhere in
the dim and dank rccesses of the Lecmington that revolting slogan:
"Sixty-four Frisco or Fight" movcs me to observe "thiat the time for
the fight is almost, 2ttt hand #nd.were At not 'fer the’fact that 1 have
to be back in the Duke City before 1labor day I would, indccd, be there
fdr The figiit? '

-+

AnNdS It juds A" 5ad 4dhing Lo Robbig¢ ‘and me« ol FlSorghcad; thit 811
you Tacketts weren't hcre early as July 25 to partake in our she-
nannigans and Nevada Test as reported here, as well as later when
the Musquite Kid come down and such things happened as I am gonna
report herc nextish. As for a fight, I heard one night at the con
therc was an awful fight and I grinned sourly and went to loolk for
someonc who maybe got his face scretched by some firl and surenuff
that's exactly what I found. iind of coursc, it broke up after
everybody had his little brave talk. It just isn't like the cld
days 1like when Will Sykora showed up at o HYorkk regional con and
started passing out handbills in the meeting hall of the Heary
iludson liotel that szy in print the committec from ESFi/ilydra Club
stole the convention from liim and were 2 bunch of Fascists and
Commies and the cops were called ana came and hiuled him ocut, and
Lecti and Walt Willis and Bob Tucker and the rest of that 6th Fan-
dom crowd never mentioned such nastiness in their happy fanzines.

+ +

+ 4+ 4+ kT A

The con committce is aptly named for they certainly conned fan-
dom.  They bidrané received the convention for Son Francisco. Jose-
phus, old churi, you will grant thiat as one who has beenr in 1799 of
San Francisco's 1300 bars, as well as a few scattercd hither and yen
about the Bay, I know whercof I spealt when I say thint San Francisco
is--thank ghod--not Oakland and by no stretch of anybody's distorted
imagination is Qakland San Francisco.

and you it is that is adding to this microcasmic gane of thrce-
card monte by trying; to convincc them poor-igigurant easterners that
it isn't so bad after 2l1l. The Leamington, you say, is located in
Oakland's better downtown district when 211 the time you are knowins;
thot Oakland has no better downtown district. You indicate on yourx
map of dubious guulity a skidrow area taking in an umspecified number
of blocks. Sure, and why not be admittin' that the whole town is omne

big skid row?

+ Well, now you mention it, I personally considcr presentday Frisco
~ to be pretty much of a damned dump, too. 1In fact, I dislike going
+ into either onc of those towns unless I absclutely hove to.

Sixty-four Frisco or Fight; buddy-boy, and I'l1l bet you it's
rcoiny to be & rood ore. Sigh, Or it would be if I were attending.

s it is I'11 have to put up with the LISFS for a couble of weeks.

Or tlicy'll have to put up with me. It figurcs to come out
&bout even.

Ssholytman, and *we_haod it all set up TR .you herFed' You ‘wanted =
convention in San Francisco, we werc fully prepared to get you
one. lihy, Forry sckerman was telling me hisself when he was just
checking, out of the Leamington on the last day, as how he was just

EEE A



;+'+'¥E#+4+ -

. Vi i x ) . poon L B ¢ e i LNy

, flnlshed wxﬁl .one conVentlon and h%d to "o st rt all over - W1th
another ‘one.. Yessir, he ‘hiad to go right over to San Francisco

i .becuz’ the Monstexr fans were hhvzhb their very owm convention over®
there. ‘und after 111 this'trouble we . took rettlnf things: arranged
for you, and thcn you don't conc, 1s thxs how yopyshow.your n:ntl—
“tude? Tsk.j : I A RN ‘

’\',; e

RbelC, do the erines‘hnow thut Reno"is Just W2 1t1nL io be
taken? - ‘Dear heart ¥’ spent o year some distance south of: therclmt the
N.D ot Hawthorne. hcekcnd trlps to Reno were, fe«ulur 1ff11rs. The

town wos, tuhen-~oftcn. RS T T

Ummm, Jbe, why shoulé you have o pullt conplcm about the war?

. ((#Hican that you're asking as if there Was ever o good rcason?+)) You

" feel puilty because: you dldn‘t ot hlt? - Pfuil! . Lots of pcople didn't

‘get bit, ((¥Oh, I did, I &id == 1t was damned swlly. I plucked a

spent slug out: of - the air onc: nlqht, it cut throurb ny flnger and I
got ‘bload poisoning so sliclit it went -away in 2 few duys._ 4 couple

-slurs from a .0 burst, spanved off a willage 'strect and burned my -
'sh1nbone onct. And. w,pmucc of nacnésium’ shell eropped in my holc and

burned off the fromt of, one trouscrleg and my foxhelce hmd hot and

 cold water and' I Qid the- :unnlnn.,ﬁ&y shirt's gasflap was just right

to patch my’ pants,’ next’ morning. )) o1t budey, they trlco .to et me
with everything frdm Lknives to acrial, bombs-and the only time I shed
any of-my type AB wis once when I scratched myself on o hunk of -
coral while  swimming off the ‘north coast of New Britein, Sure it's
rough and messy but’you'learn to- 11vc with it. You vaevto. "So o1!
Chmrl;e bought it, eh? Well, hcre's to thie next man who dics. ((+Un

hull ~— and then's whcn you, rot darmed scarcd .that you'd become too

" indifferent-and caréless- and , .get your fool ass shot off like:somec.
,rreen recruxt Just fccllnr too damneu ctsual to duch when you muut +

Tt's' 4 rovgh wa to bes It‘s cxllous and’ unfeeling and don't-

:391ve—a damn. Maybe it was. the training. ((+Th~i got - to seem like it
“was & long time ago.+)) It was all'for . the Corps. That's 'a saying

. 'that's used Jestfully thesc days but we mednt 'it.  Helil, ~Josephus, we
« didn't fight for- Mom s apple pic and icc crcam SOduS or to sten the

tide of militarism--we fouglit for tie Corps and bacause. that’s whaot

“the Corps was for., If 01' Chirllc bouﬂht it, he. bourht it for the-

Corps.

LOOklnF at it in rctrospcct it 1s,,I 'ucss, pretty 5111y

'77att1ﬁudc. You fought because you were' a Marine 1nd that's:what a
: harlne is supposed to do.l You don't thlnr'wbcut 1t too nuch.

N I‘t pays
off in the end. lec I’m 51tt1nr hcre typlnr Q. letter to you and if
attitude had- been dif ferent wnd hnd stopped to reason: 11 111 out

\‘I.llkCIY wodldn't be do;ng thwt. pre ;

¥ R tAh, well.
L ST Tell the peoplc from IS
DECONE“MINABLE to-h vc ‘one for ne. Sorry“ cantt make it but I

‘hcar there is an 1Ptcrcot1nr‘llttle skirmish’ bICW1nv out on C pc111

”IV—-a hell of a plwcc, bnt you Ln¢W'how it 15.‘

R +4—+~+¢29+-# R F e+ E
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Slncc tho thlnr'wws dono, I'vc spent thc ensulng 20 ye rs dlfglnr
into the historic ‘background of such:quaint military custons and
it's quite 1nterest1nr.v Strat CF1Cu11Y, you learn that a phalanx
- with  locked shields 1nd shoxt, heavy spears can do the dirty job
- with the least 1055 of ‘men -~ and tliere ;you have the Corps, and
- what the Corps is sqpposed to do, ‘and ‘the reason for it ‘But a
‘Genturlon can't consider himsclf among the lucky devils who won’t
get killed” like they would if the Corps ‘didn't exist; he's in ‘the
s‘Corps ;and he has to: thlnk a: blt differcently, 1If he docsn’t the
Corps won't: exmst and thodsc ”iuchy devils" will deémned well have
~to dic. Unfortunatcly, we've 'also :inherited’ somc utter nonsensc
from 2 bunch of ironclad nuts on draft horses about "chivalry' and
"dead heroes™ and "live cowards" which very stud*ously ignores how
. those nuts repeatedly ot the hell shot out of them by’ sfupld clods
with bows and ArTOWS. Those stupld clods were the Corps.

Uells dnd those bully-boyg w1tb the: thes and sl vcs "ot thedr
“citics runnlnr 80 the rich not rzchcr'mno the pboor, poorcr, and’
So. *hey went. out to conquer some morc citics. 1nd et sonme nore .
gcople to- pay taxes and till' off somc of the. dirt—poor bastards.
S0 we necded the Corps, or- clse ClVlllZ tion would've been the’

-
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end of all us dirt-poor bastards who just wanted to hunt and fish
and gather in the root-herbs and berries and maybe tank up on hone-
brewsand go ont 2 little raid now and then. =.ind if ‘the-water droded
up or the game ;jot scarce we just moscyed over to the other side of
the KBills and maybe wiped out a bunch of subhunan monkeys to make
room, but therc wercn't cven fany of thiem to bother about much, or
clsc the game would be’ scarce there too and i1t wasn't worth the
trouble. Scecms to nie we spent. at least o million yeors devceloping
that woy, into what's bound to becomne a ster-roving species. Jind
wilegreyved " we 11" need Sttt "Corpsy 'nowiwe 11 - horves Hgmasdin,

Lvd w
by
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Which is maybe a pretty silly attitude, too.

.

JO:N BOSTON, 816 South Birst St., Mayficld, Ky. 420606:

Could be that the reascn for the relative deorth of true spe-
culation compared to the so-colled 'Golden .ige'™ is that the 6 .4. was
essentially an unnatural ccndition. UWherecs science fiction lind becn
relatively circumscribed Defore Campbell, he and liis crew zealously
burst through the artificicl limits to new territory. 4 "population
explesion' followed, and Ly the early fifties most of the territory
kad been staked out. Or conpnre it to a diomond ficld. When first
discovered there will be o mad rush to the shot and 2 tremendous prao- ;
duction -- mainly witat is lying around on the surface. After ali the
readily accessable ‘sems are carted off,” the field isn't abandoned--
there just are fewer left, and they're harder to get to, but produc- {
tion, atter shoarply dropning, lcvels off and becosies more or less
constant until the ficld is exhcusted. Of coursc, the sf idea-riincs
will ncver beconme exhousted; thie rate of consuwaption in the forties,
however, #vas rreater’than the rate of replacement. "Now moybe if &n
interdict was declared on sf writing for ten or fifteen years...

((+Scems to me that's exactly what has happened.+))

Onc advantage of the "'realistic'! and "believable! crap" is that
it at"least doesn't provoke the reader to 1ldugchter rother than 'thought:
Grcat ideas and concepts have a wey of failing te get acress when the
story is so complctcly ridiculous as to divert 21l attention from
everything but the unfolding asinities of the plot. Scc the Lensmen
and The Weapon liakers.

Right. And furthermore, the only reason any of that crud appear-.
ing in these oll pulpzines with untrimmed cdges was ever consid-
ered Y"great™ in its own day was sinbly because the s-f readers had
never.scen anything better. I like your analogy of the "Golden
Age' very much, but perhaps you wcren't-aware that by far the most
unnatural condition it fostered was the number of damncd fools who
brought out s-f magazines, thinking they could et rich overnight
by publishing; science-fiction. I solé ''stories' to some of them.
Some even ot published. That era hnd all the 'Gold Rush" earmarks
you'd care to looXk for.

-~ e

But those laughable cornballs did have o few ¢ rceat ideas and con-
cepts. T iare you telling me, now, thet STRANGER IN A STRANGE LAND or
A CANTICLE FOR LIEBOWITZ or MAN IN 4 LIGH CASTLIE contain one, single
sreat comcept ©or ideda? "1 don't cven fincd them Taushable. They're
mercely uninteresting.

24+ 4+ + 4+ At T+

And why couldn't we have learned sometliing uscful from that highly-

touted 'Golden .ge' other than how to write as smoothly os anything
in THE IADIES!' HOME JOURNAL? If Campbell and crew broke through
artificial limits to new .territory, why the blazes couldn't wc make
2 ‘rergular practice of that?  Ghu kmows, I .find . -plcenty of artificial
limits imposcd on todoay's highly-touted s-f -- and too much ignor-
ence of new territorics just waiting to be explored by s-f!  I've
hardly begun to explore such territorics iam this fenzZine and I'm
having a ball with it.

The only honest coﬁpliment thot can be made for early s-f, I be-
lieve, is that.it 'was . theé best that ceuld, be had for dits doys "Not
for onc minute would I .consider that we ourht to go back to it.

e A N M A T R A



a No the troublc W1th todhy s ‘science- flction is that it &2 ﬂned
+ wei] 1sn’t the bcst th“t we ou"hi to be- clttlgqugnt.now.

\ e

.o, Box_ 26’__:1 naica, Y 1«131»-”

I agree w1th\Stan Looiston 'S V1cws on’ “the bero in litcrwture,
”be amazing popularity ‘of Burroughs 1nd1cwtes that pcople prefer \
heroes to.anti-heroes. Iopefully, the sick degeneracy of much cgn—
tenporary fiction is now on the way’ out, :as authors discover thut
the pubilc really wonts fiction with heroes.. If this sort of litera-
tur“ becones: widespread” 1"11n,\vho kiows  ~ peoplc night stop ridi-
Anf pa t”lOtlSﬂ, 5elf dlSClpllnG nd self sa crlxlcc7
‘Vot asloug-as thcre s o.single p011t1c1un 1cft alive to make o
‘spcech, thLY won*t. DBut. fhcy nlﬁht nc]nowlccfc thut some of it
CYiStS 1n spltc of ‘thot. FARE : _

+ﬁg+
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mr\ky w, \FLR, _11 423 ’Sufqr.ii.%- m‘zcnué, H«r{érsfom, Md. 21740:

= I neve T thouvht the day woulu conc “when you could publish fan-
21ncs foster than I could write lettcrs of corment on them. . But
three issues of 2 are’on hunu,fmng it's & good thing that ybu usc
~the legal length pwpor, becausc -that Les then casy to pull out of
the decompos*n" nass: of - fannish publlc tlons that await attention.
You' 5houla hg Ve reeeived: in uay'on June a couplc of COPICS of Hori-
.zons, to prove that I still remember occasionzlly to mail out the

non-FAP, copies of thh 5 and. anothe¥ issuc w1ll_appear in Augrust, if

some of :the oblnlons LeXPTCS Sed in it don't cause my nincogr pher to
rebel. ((+Don’t Wﬁn% to send it out herc. and have ne get Horm Mci—

calf to run it off, do you? I -thought not.+)) I'd better warn you
that . letters frof nc ‘nay not.be any prompter for some nonths to come
than tliey have been this surmmer,. - Mighty forces arc ot work at the
offlce, 1ak1n"'somc sort of chunﬂe in dutiés una void“blo for me, and

..
i

...und for crioé's sake,“ here }ou vo publlshln" remarhs you
. thaink Lney anht not like -~ and that you know others wen't like
if that's the case, and’ you'll cet. HlSGUOtCL and misunderstood
- and attacked 1nd cusflﬁated Just ‘when you ‘re unablce to spcna tine
on any cfcnsc, and ... how many times is it 'you've done this,
‘noW?,QI‘vc even fornot eu what tle 1ast 1nc1dcnt was about.

++ o+ +q,+'

Your Aprll issue proves all ovcr,avwin that you Pnow more
~about relativity than I do. But I “mknot altorether sure ‘that you
“used an ‘ideal: rcthod of ghow1ny why " you COulQﬂ‘t get from Bigstar to
lotstar faster- than 1lght “You. dcnonstratc the’ 1np0551b111ty by ex-
..plaining the optical dillusion. that woulé resuit. I feel that an
~optical illusion Should not stand, unaldﬁd and alone, in the path of
faster than 1ight travel.- Supposc that" the Capitol Limited roes fron
Chicago to Uashlnwton at 60.miles per hour; am I to say: that no pas-
senrer train coulc nalke the trip at a faSter rate, becausc ocon1g
aboard it would sée the Capitol Llnltcd nDpcar to move, backiards as
they overtook the. m110-per—n1nute trmlnfat L speed.of. 70 nph?

'You hOQt ccrtalnly should" To make yburwmnqlo"y COnplete, Jarrv

you. would havc to say thet. thounh it's ‘been tried, dozcns of tines
”rby pecople on:other . txnlns, nobouy has ever scen your Capitol
vL1n1ted nove backward! (in: actual experinent, ccrtal‘ “Cap1+o¢
Linited" nuciear particles. and ‘sub-particles have been wntchcd for

some -time, now, for just such. FIL.effect of “moving backward™
xtheir interaction with other pa wrticles. D) So suppose nooody had

cver .scen a ' mile-z-minutce train seem to move backward, huh? Be
~awful funny, wnuldn'i itz But‘th“t’s what we've fot»tob

-+ +&-+
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The explorlnr serles that you were trylnn to ‘remember in that
issue's 1letter column sounds “1ike the Professor Jameson stories thaot
. Neil Jones wrotc for the old pre-Palmer. Anazing. The robots had nane
' 1ike automobile license plates and Slo ane always seencd to give the
- Jameson stories the cover: illustration: dcgplte the fact' thmt thLbP

stories brought out® the very worst in Morey. But at this moment,
Cam totully unqble to renembcr any CplSOdL from onc of the StOIlCS

rat
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DEspite the feirly clear notion I rétain about the general framework
dnd the appearance of the explorcers. Ma;bc I'd better not try tc re-
read them, if they weren't strong cenourhh to sticl: in ‘tlie nmcrory. 3

And there is absolutely no truth to any notion that I sftruggled
througli every blamed one of 'en from the very first oné when ol’
Prof Jamieson woke up insidc that pulti- reyed,, nuildi - footed and

rnulti-tentacled tin can. Somebody mizht think I ourlta'be in Firsi
Fandon, next thing you-lknow.

But I've just been sitting here thiinking that éveryone who missed
that issue with the Rc_ut1v1ty article won't know that I showed how
faster-thon-1ight ships would be seen to move backword....

+ 4+t o+
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I have sonie doubts about your ability to find an all-wccother,,

21l-purpose Yngvi bugy that would be as surefire & weapon as cxp1051vcs.
Unless, thot 1s, vou “postulate a. thorouﬂh casing of thic plonet first

of 211, to m~ke sure about population den51ty and biological construc-
‘tion of the inhabitonts, and obsersve the effect of =« smell quantity of
your bugs in o restricted area. You micht also find it negessary to
lug an awful lot of those tiny.rocket nissiles and propellant across
the 11vht years to accomplish this means of wiping out o populationf
There are lots of square niiles on the surface of oay planet and an
awfully large proportiion ot the bugs would 1nc1111b1y 1ind in spots™
where they would mot finc conditions right for-thriving.

+ 1t is an awful slame that nature doces not pcssess your logic and
+ foresight, Larry, as them Europe would ncver have. experienced the
+ Dbubonic plaguc.

Cite some instances of this '"very active, sometimes violent
hatred of the public* that those ecrly fans experienced. When has
ithe nob howled for Dlood when ---

Whup!  Just a little minute thetre, fellaj; Moy issue, was it? Uh
huh -- I se¢ that my remark was, speeifically, “Emll) fons had o
very active, sometimes violent hatred of the public.” So I did
not say that they expericnced any active or violent hatred of, or
from, the public. Did 2 neat  job of nldtering it, so it could be
read with o different meaning, but I.get that treatment enouch in
otler fanzines. I'm certainly not obligated %o permit anyone to
pull it here. Pray continuc.

+ 4+ o+

-~= it read about fannish ideals in
articles on the hobby in newspapers ~nd magazines? liy personal ex-
perience with nundenes who- learned I was a fan kas been quite unspec-
tacular. The usunl renctzon is: well, titat looks 1like .an unusual
hebby and I'11l bet you lecarn a lot by.it, but I would never; lhave
enouch ‘spare time to et into that myself. I certainly fecél. that
thorc would have been at least a mild riot at a worldcon by now, if
this gulf between- fandonm and the general public were as great as you
descrLbe, but ¢onventions lhave been held in the sane hOLGI witi sinul-
tancous legion, fraternity, religious, ond all sorts of other cenven-
tions in qu1tc pcaccful coexistance except when these pundancs e So
intcrested in the fans that they try to attend the wrong conventioi.
liow meny conventions is it you've attended, now? This has me wen-
dering if you ever used to read other f:o nzincs beside your ownl!
For "hod’s sake --~ Dback whew pr“ctlcblly all of fandom was snotiy
teenagers, when s-f pulp mags looked just like all other pulp nacs
qnd was labelled cheap trnsh, and kids got the hell whipped out of

'em if they were caught with one -- when fans knew the only sini-
larity between s~f pulps and the other western, stLctive, love
story irash wes the so dlSth/SC\ cover illo and torc it off as soon
s they bourht a magazine ~- when .the only ones you dared mention
rockets or trips to :ars to was another fan, or Foul ol Lok enr-
phatically that you’'werc crazy .... this never happened to you,
therc in liagerstown, h'mmmn? .nd you honestly fecl that 2ll other
true fans nust each live in his own little lagerstown? You will
not belicve that early fans formed suchk 2 '"tight, little islané”
because they simply could not talk to anyonc clsc about.the things

R R "

They were. Some told zbout it,

that intercsted them? That none were ridiculed wiio tried it? .

=
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But what glves it that odd anglcy notc is how . you wcre there A
‘that time, - too.. 'low come you had it so good? HNow run to youxr news-
puper ‘publisher real quick and tell hinm to start running editorials
about how our:National Economy nust be Dedicated to COlOHlZ;nﬁ liars
(evcn if we don'%t. know how, yet).‘and not just merely having a few
guys: walk around on the Moon, as this Will llave To Be Done nyuow
and we will save hundreds of billions of dollars if we Do It Now '
~and not Walt-arquna "til the, last m;nute., I’n sure he'IT*TEETEH.T

IR TR
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Therc 'is one thlnvfyou nentzoncd th 1t I would like to have
cleared. up. I would like to know what the cvidénce against Breen is.
I am 23 and have spent a hitch in the Air Fotce, so I'm no blushing
-violet. -I hear a lot of yell1nﬁ about Dreen, but cverybody is <~fr aid

to put down ‘what they know. I .do not want to ret in this natter
~without sufficient QVlQQnCC.“‘ull "I secn to have so far arc opinions.
“I would also like to know what the hell the renarks in UWarkoon 20 on
the sl‘mndcrlnrw of Mo \rion Brhdley mcvn. :

~R1c1 this one par 1praph was theé only p 2rt of your scveral LoCs'1'm
publlsh1nr. Believe me, this one paragraph is more than enough,
‘because I could-fill an entare ‘issue of this f1n21ne civing you
‘thé answers you we nt The nswérs m1nu you, noi oplnlons.

So I won’t wr1te a 15 paﬁe rtlcle on Whut you‘d necq to le rn be-
fore you could recorn1ze any such evicdence when . .you saw, it. 'I'11
tell you omc. thing: you ¢an fi nd out about nuts who prefer sex with
. children 1t your . lOCQllDOllCG depmrtment And 1'11 tell you one
more thing: y¢u'll’f1nd out ‘whether you! Te eny-"'blushing violet!

if they show you any'police-file photos of ch110~V1ct1mo of such
‘nuts, Herely lehrnlnﬁl¢bouyftheir “bnorn 1 behwv1or pattcrn, tho,
w111 be\enounh._“ B TR S : .

3

L

 +4-%-++ +-¥+ﬂ+:k+-+4-+4-+*-+A:+,+W¥4“¥ t4-+a-+-y#~¥4-+u+i*+4-+.f+ +*‘+¥£+l§+ +

Ior will I- publlsh phptost 1t cop1e¢ of any of . the GVldLnCC oereinst
- Breen. The LVldenCC 1s-g1np1y that he has expressed in writing,. in
fanzines ond fan lctters, a desire for children  that has Stwftl*n”
overtones, such as hatred for parcnts who disappreve. If you comn-
‘tact Duck Coulson in Wabash, you might ‘see photost 1t copies of such
_cvidence -- he received sone of it. He's 2lso remaindd commenda bly
neutral (even sttbbornly neutral, when*chulrec) so he won't want
to “persuude” you- about 1nyth1ng.(;

. ”hc f%nnlsh runornongerlnr of ”1nc1dcnts” 1nvolv1n~ Ereen, mogtlg
by his so-called Mfrienas™ who cefend(?) him, ct rused the Pacificon
Comnittee to try uCttlln“ the thing locally and qu1etiy before the”
convention. 1hcy fo 1lcd - That's when we heard about it from themn.
~We learned everythln" they had been able to verlfy rcoarding those
~M"incidents" ard we tolked 'to the cops about it. This was iast sum-
mer --=_months before the much-1 amentcd Boondoggle had even becn.
written. ~And the cops (sone of - whom tre. our pcrsonal friends) told
us what fandor was playinr with. And we told the ac1f1con Com-
nittee. They responded exactly the:way most of fandom has since --
they dropped the ,whole thing 11ke‘a hot pot%to' Go to the cops?
Good ghodl!! Th*s wuq‘fgndg_.... '

e .
i/ N i

.Lut At wa sn't f ndon.; Sure, Bill Don“ho scnt his'BoonGOfrlé ocut %o
o nunber of fans, describing the "incidents" and-asking what should
be done. Some of the answers he-got included reconnendht*ons that
“'severcl other fans get it. lie' sent it. (And some of the feons who
were rcconnended “ot mad s hell at” E;ll for sending it.) Dut one
hell of = lot of fons. dian*t ret it. And noturally, ‘the: two main
~responses Bill got were Jettcrs advising them to hire¢ a lawyer and
 bar ‘Breen from. the convcntlon, and publlsheu broadsides in fanzines
‘denounc1nﬂ Blll for c1rcu1utln~ the BOOndOFFlG.

And Sure, »he Committee requesiod'th t breen come in to. def;nd hir-
~.sclf, and Lreen didn't -~ his fr;cndg came in to denounce the Com-
nittee in every way they could think of or invent. We werc thetc.
And Dreen's friends were granted o little more tlnc- but then,
nothing was heard fron ¢hen, the Committee wasn't qslcd ‘for anwther

!
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+. meeting -- and Dreen, MHarion and friends showed up finally, ot the -
very last @inutey; ready to have-2 nectins when the Cormittee wasn'™:t

even there. They didn't get one. DBreen was cxpelled. Dut then
the Committee finally went to o lawyer.

+F + 4+ +

them what we had told them. Then they took this mess ‘to the cops.

an urge for children but hadn'i an¢ misht never do anything. It

+ o+ +
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-~ yet. It could bec =z guy who'd already done plenty, who'd had a
damned good scarce and quit, Lut now it was buyging him again. It
conlde [emet. 2

It was simply enough to call fer an investigation. There was one,

to sntisfy oy district attorney that any ehorgescotild be ‘brought
against Brecn. .iinor charges could be contested ond cost cveryone
involved o hell of 2 lot riorc than Adny convictZon on minor cliarges

o
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wiicther Lie was, alrcady guilty as hell. ;
1'd stoppcd considering this o "fannish matter' long ago; but you

e,

to fanzines and promay lettercolunns o lot of filth about White
Su-prenacy and hatred for "dirty black n—'! and made a sort of .
nuisanec¢ 'of himsclf. I cemplained, =ané so did others. - It took g
little time, but finally-we had no morc of Wctzel. And I don't
recall that we cver thousht of askine for wnreoof that he'd stom?ed

& w ~ I

Iny ines no- Lot e oty )

Sonictirie’ Iifter, T Hoard -thot FALA wasdiioving 1Es€1f' a  ditde! Piob-
lcrn of poison pcn letters. Scens they'd let George Wetzel become

a menber, ox soricthing, and werc having a terrible to-do about at.
ijowcver, I wasn't terribly intcrested.

Lut considerins how Dreen's so-called fricends have !defended! him,
he nmight have been better off if, like Wetzel, he didn't have any.
1 can't tell you ‘anything zbout Uarhoon. I sort of inpliecd whet I

+ 4+ R
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send ne another issue. I find the arrangenent quite satisfactory.

+ o+ 4+
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This is 2 Volume 3, Number 12, for September, 1264 -- which neans 36

issucs (not counting one special issue) -have been published in the pa
thrce years. 1t emanctes rionthly from Joe & Robbie Gibson, 5380
Sobrante iAvenue, El1 Sobronte, Colifornin #94803.  lio back issues
aveilable --.not just:.yet. MNo trades, no free copies for LoCs,
no nothing unless I fecl 1like it. Sample copy free on rcquest and
Do5sibly quite often without it. Dut thie ‘custonary rates are low:
Stateside - 35/25¢, 6/50¢ or 12 Burope:. /2 for ,1/9,56 for "3/G 10
for $1. 12 £ T2,

European agent: Colin Freeman, Word 3, Scotton Banks llospital, Ripley

Road, Knaresborough, Yorlis., England.

( ) Your sub cxpircs with

() Your sub expired last issue.

() This. is cysémplercopy,

And they found out it wasn't just "fandom'" at last. The lawyer told
There werce severzl possibilities. This could be a guy wha expressed

cculd be n puy who wanted approval of it, who hadn't donc very nuch

but what the cops found 1is thcir busincss., Tiey did not find cnough

wotld be worth. Any suy who rcally has that urge is..going to satis-
fy it. Let the guilty onc convict aimself -- they zlways do, even-
tually. The investigation had to be done so long as we didn't know

nay think thet wos a personcl opinion., .So far as any repcrcussions
it may have in fandom are concerncd, I'm reminded on scveral points
of the case of George Wetzel. ‘This Wetzel canc into {andom, writing

hourht of Derpgeron once, and he“got so miffed he's refuscd to ever

T
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NOISE (Cont'd from page 10); as is

somewlhat obvious in this 1st
installment of the Con Report -- so
I've got time to work up a few idea

rlimnerings into fullblown articles

witlh artwork for futurc issues, In
the meantime, much discussion of
nany topics will .continue to Dbe
found in the lettercol -- witich is
never restricted to any primary in-
terests at all.

Clay Hamlin's sent
in some results on a bLit of work
he's denc -- not in time {for this
issuc, but for next month -- and
we have a thine or two from others.

Dut unlikce the last couple of g28s,
this month has tiic number of pares
and the sizc of lettercol I 1like
to have. ' The last few months, I
1ad just cnouch time to spend on
this nonscnsc -- meaning practi-
cally nonc -- that I should've felt
justified in suspending publica-
tion¥entirély . v But’ elly,’ thatis
happened before.

R S R RS B R R e R R R R e R SR T
Methinks congratuiations are very
much in orcéer for iiichael bdcQuown
-- and our most heartfclt condc-
lences  to. the youngsladys ledlis
hope it doesn't turn into some-
thins serious like pucumonia or
chicken pox and she focs and gets
married to some nice, dependable
bank robber or cmbezzler without'
any such crazy ideas in his head.
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Which reminds me, somchow or other,
that I have dropped 1little hipts
here and therc in past issucg on
things 1like ''Fly-Ins'" and Rockforc
and haven't raiscd a hair on any-
onc. ‘Sometime I am gonna pget te
cducating 2ll you 1cgcruat ground-
lings and show you soncthlng you

have been nissing.
b But then, there

arc things I have got doing about
science-fiction and intcrstellar
travel and star-drives in ships
and men, besides wherc's the only
srood place to buiid 2 spaccport on
Earth and futurce civilizations and
the sex novel Illeinlcein didn't but
should write. .n¢ ten thousand
years ago and morc Whoary O1d War
Stories.

The mere thought of it ail
appalls me! ‘The actual truth of
the matter is that I haven't one
single idea wiiat's going te be in
thlS so-called fanzine, “month after
next. Furthcrmore, I fcel quite
happy about 1it. A

Norm Mctcali says
that maybe one thing I coulc put
into it is d new typcwriter and
somec aticmpt to do better stei-
¢y oot any xcll. The 1a
and only LlﬂC this one's been so
much as cleaned in years, ‘Gene did

it with Betty's bourbon....oc.cvce.
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GArRPEN CRoVE CALIE

from

Joe & Robbie Gibson
5380 Sobrantec Ave.
El Sobrante, Calif.
94803
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